The Execution of Monmouth
The greatest precautions were taken on the journey, and
the authorities seem to have feared an attempt at a rescue.
Colonel William Legge, who rode in the coach with Mon-
mouth, had " orders to stab him if there were any disorders
on the road." Great numbers of local militia guarded the
towns through which they passed. Lord Lumley and Sir
William Portman rode with the cavalcade, and were person-
ally on guard every night until they reached Whitehall,
At Whitehall the Duke and Lord Grey dined at Clifford's
lodging. Afterwards, the Duke's arms tied behind him, he
was taken to Chiffinch's apartments, where the King saw
him in the presence of Sunderland and Middleton.
James has been greatly blamed for this, as it was con-
sidered a breach of regal good manners to allow a criminal to
see the face of his sovereign unless he was to be pardoned,
But in fairness to James it must be remembered that
Monmouth desired an interview, and the King had no distaste
for viewing the miseries of others, and may have thought
that Monmouth would give him some information of State
importance. There may have been reasonable grounds for his
breach of etiquette. Monmouth seems to have expected a
pardon, or at least a reprieve for a time, and he is reported
to have humbled himself before the King, kneeling and
weeping, and asserting his sorrow and repentance in the
most abject terms. But as James had never intended mercy
his wretched nephew got nothing by'his poor-spirited con-
duct. James himself seems to have thought that it was a
mean show, and in after life noted with disapprobation that
the " Duke of Monmouth seemed more concerned and desir-
ous to live and did behave himself not as well as I expected,
nor so as one ought to have expected from one who had
taken upon him to be king." Much the same might be said
of James when he deserted his throne and fled for his life.
A story was current, which Bishop Kennett gave credence
to, that Queen Mary Beatrice condescended to be present at
this unpleasant scene, and insulted the Duke in his distress,
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